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command of your highness as to what is to be done with them
here in this prison where they are lodged.
With reference to Pero Monjz, whom your highness has as
corregedor here, I have already written to you to tell you how
prejudicial it was and is to the service of God and of your high-
ness in this land, since I have made it known to you that a wolf
in sheep's clothing cannot do more harm than he has done in
this land, because his actions are so wicked that I am ashamed
to write to your highness about them. If your highness does not
put a stop to this and does not command punishment and exile,
this man will be the cause of a greater disservice to Our Lord
than ever before this; because, when he learned that your high-
ness had commanded an investigation to be held there and an
enquiry into his life, he determined to be revenged upon a few
of those Old Christians, who are here, by seeking a refuge and
disappearing, while he laughed at everyone, with six or seven
thousand cruzados, which he had stolen from these people, and
he was not content with merely this but he also did it to a man,
whom three years ago he had imprisoned without cause, having
refused to listen to any speech for his deliverance. What I say
will be found to be true, when your highness sends here for an
investigation1.
Your highness may remember that I have lived with you for
seventeen years, and that I have served you for seven in Jmdya
and the rest I have spent in that court and in other parts where
I have served your highness, and up to the present 1 have
received no reward, because this captaincy, which I serve by
command of your highness, belongs to my brother and he takes
the rent. I have already spoken many times to your highness
about a little artillery, because it is very necessary for your
service here. If you think it in your interest, you can send it,
because when it arrives here, the people of the land will prevent
these Framcezes from coming here. At present, there is nothing
more to recount to you from this your city, except that Gujn6
is lost, on account of the many goods, which this multitude of
New Christians carry there* whereby there and in this island
1 An illuminating example of the corruption widely prevalent in the Portu-
guese colonial gervicv.
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